
St Helens Council Music Service Curriculum Map 
 
 

Unit No 1N 2N 3N 4N 5N 6N 

Title Sounds Arounds!: exploring 
sounds, timbre and texture. 

 

March To The Beat Of The Big 
Bass Drum: Recognising Pulse 
in Music and Dance 

There’s a Worm At The Bottom Of 
The Garden: Exploring Duration. 

I can sing both high and low: 
experimenting with pitch and vocal 
sounds 

Not the same but similar:             
Creating contrasts in music 
 

Once Upon A Time: inventing        
soundscapes to tell stories 

About the 
Unit 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
identify different sounds and textures 
and to begin    to use sounds 
creatively.   
 
During this unit, children make a 
variety of sounds with their voices, 
bodies, found sounds and 
instruments, and explore the use of 
descriptive vocabulary.  They use this 
knowledge     to choose appropriate 
sounds to create descriptive 
soundscapes and to reflect and 
appraise their work.   

This unit introduces children to pulse 
and pulse based patterns and 
encourages responses both musically 
and through movement. 
 
During this unit children begin to 
develop a sense of a steady beat and 
are shown how tempo can affect the 
mood of a piece of music. They will 
engage in a number of activities 
designed to promote confidence in 
singing, playing and moving to a 
common pulse. They use these skills 
to develop awareness of pulse 
patterns when performing as a 
marching band. 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
invent and perform simple rhythmic 
patterns.  During this unit children 
explore the way long and short 
sounds are used in music.  With 
guidance they use these skills to 
create a selection of inventions 
around a common theme, which can 
result in an extended narrative 
composition that draws on other 
creative disciplines. 
 

This unit introduces children to high 
and low sounds.  During this unit 
children begin to develop the control 
of pitch with their voices, and 
investigate pitched instruments.  
They create simple songs and other 
pitched sequences. 
 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
recognise and react to loud and quiet 
sounds.  During this unit children 
begin to develop the control of 
dynamics with instruments and their 
voices.  They create simple musical 
patterns with different dynamics and 
use these to add effects to songs 

This unit introduces children to 
foreground (melody) and background 
(accompaniment) sounds, and helps 
them to begin to discriminate 
between these layers of sound.  
During this unit children continue to 
develop control of musical elements 
with instruments and voices.  They 
create simple musical 
accompaniments and sound 
sculptures representing elements of a 
story creating a performance for 
parents. 
 

Expectations for the unit 
 

Most pupils 
will: 

Begin to focus listening and 
recognition of sounds around them 
and will recognise how sounds can be 
recreated, changed and combined in 
different textures. 

Recognise and respond to pulse 
within music, identify changes in 
tempo. 

Listen, compare and respond to long 
and short sounds within music, be 
able to perform simple rhythmic 
patterns. 

Recognise, describe and respond to 
changes of pitch within music, be 
able to invent simple melodic 
patterns and songs with help. 

Recognise, talk about and respond to 
changes of dynamics within music, be 
able to perform simple patterns with 
different dynamics with help. 

Recognise, describe and respond to 
stimuli and accompaniments 
patterns, be able to perform simple 
pulse patterns and single sounds on a 
visual or aural cue with help. 

Some pupils 
will not have 
made so 
much 
progress and 
will: 

Have listened to a variety of sounds 
and attempted to recreate them 
using classroom instruments and 
voices. 

 join in with movement and marching.  
Be able to play an instrument at the 
appropriate times.  

Listen and respond with interest to 
music with long and short sounds, 
participating in group rhythmic 
activities.  

Respond to changes of pitch within 
music, experience song invention and 
performing melodic sequences.  

Recognise and respond to changes in 
dynamics and imitate simple patterns 
with dynamics. 

Respond to stimuli and sound 
patterns, can use instruments with 
some control joining in as a member 
of a group. 

Some pupils 
will have 
progressed 
further and 
will: 

Identify sounds around them and be 
able to imitate them using a range of 
resources, use and choose sounds to 
create a variety of different textures. 

Identify pulse and tempo in music, 
perform pulse-based patterns and 
move with a sense of a common 
pulse. 

Identify and use long and short 
sounds, invent and perform simple 
rhythmic patterns with a sense of a 
common pulse. 

Identify, describe and control 
changes in pitch with the voice, 
invent successful short songs and 
create melodic patterns using pitched 
percussion. 

Identify, describe and control 
changes in dynamics, create short 
patterns on instruments and the 
voice, responding to suitable stimuli. 

Identify, describe and control musical 
figures, create short, pulse based 
ostinati using non-pitched and 
pitched instruments.  Take a leading 
part in a performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit No 1R 2R 3R 4R 5R 6R 

Title What’s that noise all about?:       
exploring sounds, timbre and 
texture. 

 

Dance if you feel the need: Feeling 
pulse, making beats. 

Ostinato, Ostinato: Inventing and            
 performing repeating patterns. 
 

I Can Play A High Note:  
Exploring Pitch 
 

Quietly creeps the tiny mouse: 
Exploring dynamic contrast 
 

Accompany the company!:             
Adding accompaniments to songs  
 

About the 
Unit 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
identify different sounds and textures 
and to begin to use sounds creatively.   
 
During this unit, children make a 
variety of sounds with their voices, 
bodies, found sounds and 
instruments, and explore the use of 
descriptive vocabulary.  They use this 
knowledge to choose appropriate 
sounds to create descriptive 
soundscapes and to reflect and 
appraise their work.   

This unit develops children’s ability to 
respond to pulse and pulse based 
patterns both musically and through 
movement. 
During this unit children explore the 
way that tempo can affect the mood 
of a piece of music and engage in a 
number of activities designed to 
promote confidence in singing, 
playing and moving to a common 
pulse.  They use these skills to 
develop short pulse based patterns 
that are arranged and sequenced to 
provide an accompaniment to dance 
and movement. 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
invent and perform simple ostinato 
patterns.  During this unit children 
explore the way ostinati can be used 
to create simple yet effective 
accompaniments to songs as well as 
useful tools for building short 
instrumental pieces.  With guidance 
they use these skills to develop a 
number of pieces (songs and 
instrumental inventions) that are 
performed in a concert. 
 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
understand and discriminate 
between high and low sounds.  
During this unit children continue to 
develop the control of pitch with 
their voices and begin to relate this 
to pitched instruments.  They create 
simple pitched ostinati and short 
melodic patterns. 
 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
understand and discriminate 
between loud and quiet sounds.  
During this unit children continue to 
develop the control of dynamics with 
instruments and begin to relate this 
to their voices.  They create simple 
musical patterns with different 
dynamics and use these to add 
effects to a story. 
 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
understand and discriminate 
between foreground (melody) and 
background (accompaniment) 
sounds.  During this unit children 
develop the control of musical 
elements with instruments and 
voices.  They create simple musical 
accompaniments to songs and create 
a performance out of this collection. 
 

Expectations for the unit 
 

Most pupils 
will: 

Identify sounds around them and be 
able to imitate them using a range of 
resources, use and choose sounds to 
create a variety of different textures. 

Identify pulse and tempo in music, 
perform pulse-based patterns and 
move with a sense of a common 
pulse. 

Identify and describe an ostinato, 
invent and perform simple ostinati 
patterns with a sense of a common 
pulse. 

Identify, describe and control 
changes in pitch, create short, 
pitched ostinato and melodic 
patterns, responding to stimuli. 

Identify, describe and control 
changes in dynamics, create short 
ostinato and melodic patterns on 
instruments and the voice, 
responding to suitable stimuli. 

Identify, describe and control 
accompaniment figures within songs, 
create short, pulse based ostinati 
using non-pitched and pitched 
instruments.  Take part in a 
performance of a collection of songs. 

Some pupils 
will not have 
made so 
much 
progress and 
will: 

Begin to focus listening and 
recognition of sounds around them 
and will recognise how sounds can be 
recreated, changed and combined in 
different textures. 

Recognise and respond to pulse 
within music, identify changes in 
tempo. 

Recognise, describe and respond to 
different ostinati within music, be 
able to perform simple pulse based 
patterns 

Recognise, describe and respond to 
changes of pitch within music, be 
able to perform simple melodic 
patterns with help 

Recognise, describe and respond to 
changes of dynamics within music, be 
able to perform simple patterns with 
different dynamics with help. 

Recognise, describe and respond to 
song accompaniments, be able to 
perform simple pulse patterns with 
help. 

Some pupils 
will have 
progressed 
further and 
will: 

Carefully choose sounds and create 
textures, make useful suggestions as 
to how sounds can be translated onto 
different instruments and possible 
playing styles. 

Demonstrate a strong sense of pulse 
and tempo and be able to control 
instruments and dance movements in 
time with others.  

Demonstrate a secure knowledge of 
ostinati, being able to invent effective 
accompaniments to songs and pieces 
and to perform them with a strong 
sense of pulse and part.  

Demonstrate a secure sense of pitch, 
create and perform pitched ostinati 
and melodic patterns with a sense of 
pulse, responding appropriately to 
stimuli. 

Demonstrate a secure sense of 
dynamic control, create and perform 
patterns with a sense of pulse, 
responding appropriately to stimuli. 

Demonstrate a secure sense of pulse, 
create and perform ostinati with a 
sense of pulse.  Pupils will show a 
greater degree of skill and be able to 
take a more important and individual 
role within the class performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yr 1 Curriculum Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 

Exploring Sounds 
 

Exploring Time  You can’t stop the beat The high and low of it  Exploring instruments and symbols 
(Now it’s your turn)   

Terrific Textures  

About the unit  This unit develops children’s ability to 
identify different sounds and to change and 
use sounds expressively in response to a 
stimulus. 

During this unit, children make a variety of 
sounds with their voices, bodies, found 
objects and instruments, and explore how 
these sounds can be changed and used 
expressively in response to a stimulus. They 
use this knowledge to select sounds that 
reflect the mood of chants and songs. This 
leads to the creation of a class performance 
that uses sounds to heighten the effect of a 
chosen story. 
 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to discriminate between longer and 
shorter sounds, and to use them to 
create interesting sequences of 
sound. 

During the unit children explore the 
duration of vocal and instrumental 
sounds. They play percussion 
instruments with control and 
sensitivity, paying attention to 
dynamics, tempo, and pitch. 
Towards the end of the unit the 
children begin to organise their 
sounds within a steady pulse. They 
record their sound sequences using 
symbols. 
 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to recognise the difference between 
pulse and rhythm and to perform 
with a sense of pulse. 

During this unit, children use songs 
and activities to develop confidence 
in singing and playing to a common 
pulse. They respond to and explore 
changes of speed (tempo) and repeat 
and create simple rhythmic phrases. 
They use these skills to create an 
accompaniment for a song or chant.  

This unit develops children’s ability 
to discriminate between higher and 
lower sounds and to create simple 
melodic patterns. 

During this unit they learn to 
control the pitch of their voices and 
instruments by moving higher and 
lower both in steps and leaps and 
holding the same note. They create 
simple melodic patterns and use 
changes in pitch expressively to 
respond to the stimuli of stories. 
 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
recognise different ways sounds are 
made and changed and to name, and 
know how to play, a variety of 
classroom instruments. 
During this unit children explore 
classroom instruments and learn that 
instruments that make sounds in simi-
lar ways can be grouped into families. 
They create symbols that represent the 
various ways an instrument can be 
played and use these to help create a 
sequence of sounds. 

This unit develops children’s 
ability to recognise how 
sounds and instruments can 
be used expressively and 
combined to create music in 
response to a stimulus. 

During this unit, children 
explore how sounds can be 
changed, combined, and 
organised to create a class 
composition. They respond to 
stimuli suggested by the 
weather and explore ways in 
which sounds can be used 
expressively. They record 
their compositions using 
pictures, symbols, and words. 
 

Learning Expectations/Outcomes 

Children 
working 
towards the 
expected 
standard 
will: 

Be able to identify when changes have 
been made to how sounds and music are 
played and be able to describe these with 
help. 

make and control long and short 
sounds using voices and 
instruments; play a sequence of 
long and short sounds with help 
as part of a class our group 

Maintain a constant and steady 
pulse when playing with others 

respond to changes in pitch; 
create simple, short melodic 
patterns with some help 

Play short patterns on a variety of 
different classroom instruments, 
identify and explain symbols used to 
represent changes to sounds. 

Create a variety of sounds 
that contrast one another; 
create links between these 
sounds and their stimuli. 

Children 
working at 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

begin to focus their listening and 
recognise and control how sounds can be 
made louder, quieter, faster, and slower 

make and control long and short 
sounds using voices and 
instruments; create a sequence 
of long and short sounds with 
help 

recognise and respond to changes 
in tempo, repeat and create short 
rhythmic patterns with some 
assistance 

imitate and respond to changes 
in pitch; recognise and create 
melodic patterns with some help 

identify ways in which sounds are 
made and changed; follow 
instructions 

make strong contrasts in 
sounds, but will need help 
to control more subtle 
changes 

Children 
working at 
greater 
depth within 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

identify different ways sounds can be 
made and changed; use and choose 
sounds confidently in response to a 
stimulus. 

 

make and control long and short 
sounds using voices and 
instruments; work in partnership 
with another child to create a 
sequence of long and short 
sounds 

identify pulse in music; repeat and 
create short rhythmic phrases 
confidently 

identify and control changes in 
pitch and use them expressively; 
create short melodic patterns; 
use changes in pitch expressively 
in response to a stimulus 

identify and control a variety of 
sounds on musical instruments with 
confidence; perform with others; 
take account of musical instructions 

carefully and confidently 
choose and order sounds 
to achieve an 
effect/image; recognise 
and use changes in timbre, 
tempo, pitch and 
dynamics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Yr 2 Curriculum Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 

Mix It Up  
 

Duration Journey Keeping it steady  Soaring high  Now it’s your turn  Weather soundscapes  

About the Unit  This develops the children’s knowledge of 
and ability to identify different sounds; to 
use and modify sounds expressively in 
response to stimuli. 

The children make sounds with their voices, 
bodies, found objects and instruments, 
exploring how they changed, combined, and 
sequenced in response to a given stimulus.  
 

This unit develops the children’s 
ability to discriminate between the 
different lengths of sounds, and to 
use them to create sequences. 

The unit children experiment 
creating vocal and instrumental 
sounds of different lengths. They 
play with greater control and 
sensitivity, paying attention to 
dynamics, tempo, and pitch. They 
organise and perform their sounds 
to a steady pulse and record their 
sound sequences using pictures and 
symbols. 
 

This unit expands the children’s 
ability to understand the relationship 
between pulse and rhythm and to 
perform with a sense of pulse. 

The children use rhythmic notation 
to record and organise their 
inventions in to longer, structured 
compositions. 
 

This unit develops the children’s 
ability to recognise and control 
sounds of different pitch. 

During this unit they refine the 
control of their voice and pitched 
instruments to be able to alter pitch 
by step, leap, or to maintain a 
constant pitch.  They perform and 
create pieces using letter notation 
on instruments. 
 

This unit builds on the children’s ability 
to understand and create the different 
ways sounds are made and changed.  
They create music using different 
contrasting instruments and sounds, 
notating their work using their own 
symbols and signs. 

This unit reconciles and builds 
upon the children’s 
knowledge of how sounds can 
be used expressively to create 
music in response to a 
stimulus. 

They draw upon their 
knowledge and experience of 
the elements of music to 
create a soundscape inspired 
by aspects of the weather 
and climate change notating 
these in a graphic score. 
 

Learning Expectations/Outcomes 

Children 
working 
towards the 
expected 
standard 
will: 

begin to focus their listening and 
recognise and control how sounds can be 
made louder, quieter, faster, and slower 

make and control long and short 
sounds using voices and 
instruments; create a sequence 
of long and short sounds with 
help 

recognise and respond to changes 
in tempo,  

imitate and respond to changes 
in pitch; recognise and create 
melodic patterns with some help 

identify ways in which sounds are 
made and changed; follow 
instructions 

make strong contrasts in 
sounds, but will need help 
to control more subtle 
changes 

Children 
working at 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

identify different ways sounds can be 
made and changed; use and choose 
sounds confidently in response to a 
stimulus. 

 

make and control long and short 
sounds using voices and 
instruments; work in partnership 
with another child to create a 
sequence of long and short 
sounds 

identify pulse in music; repeat and 
create short rhythmic phrases 
confidently 

identify and control changes in 
pitch and use them expressively; 
create short melodic patterns; 
use changes in pitch expressively 
in response to a stimulus 

identify and control a variety of 
sounds on musical instruments with 
confidence; perform with others; 
take account of musical instructions  

carefully and confidently 
choose and order sounds 
to achieve an 
effect/image; recognise 
and use changes in timbre, 
tempo, pitch, and 
dynamics 

Children 
working at 
greater 
depth within 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

carefully choose sounds and instruments 
and suggest how they should be used and 
played 

make and control long and short 
sounds using voices and 
instruments; work in a small 
group of children to compose, 
perform and record extended 
sequences involving sounds of 
varying duration 

create and control rhythmic 
patterns with a strong sense of 
pulse; set a tempo for others to 
follow 

sing and perform with accurate 
control of pitch; create melodic 
patterns to respond to a 
stimulus 

suggest how different sounds can be 
organised; make improvements to 
their own work; direct others,  

make subtle changes in 
sounds; recognise how 
sounds can be combined 
to create a wider range of 
sounds; make suggestions 
for improving work 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yr 3 Curriculum Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 

A Trip to the Zoo Exploring Ostinatos Amazing Arrangements  Dragon Scales: Music from the East  Painting with Sound: creating 
soundscapes and graphic scores 

Playground Games: singing to move  

About the Unit  This unit develops children’s ability 
to create, perform and analyse short 
descriptive compositions that com-
bine sounds, movements and words. 
The children learn to recognise how 
sounds can be used to describe 
different things, eg animals. Using 
this understanding, they create their 
own music in pairs, add movement 
and narration and rehearse towards 
a final performance for others. 
During the unit they explore how the 
elements of pitch, duration, 
dynamics and tempo can be 
combined to describe different 
sounds, eg animal sounds. 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to create simple rhythmic patterns 
and perform them rhythmically using 
notation as a support.  The children 
extend their understanding of 
rhythmic patterns, and in particular, 
ostinato. They create their own 
patterns and play them separately 
and in combination with other 
patterns. They identify repeated 
patterns in different types of music.  
 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to create, combine and perform 
rhythmic and melodic material as 
part of a class performance of a song. 

The children develop their 
understanding of how instruments 
can be used to accompany songs. 
They explore a variety of 
accompaniment devices, select 
appropriate phrases and patterns, 
and practise and rehearse towards a 
final class performance.  
 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to recognise, and use, pentatonic 
scales and create short melodies and 
accompaniments.  The pupils sing 
songs based on a pentatonic scale. 
They improvise with the five notes of 
a pentatonic scale and play them on 
a range of pitched instruments, 
individually and together. They use 
the scale to make up simple songs 
and accompaniments. 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to create, perform and analyse 
expressive compositions and extend 
their sound vocabulary.  The children 
develop understanding of how the 
sounds made on different musical 
instruments can be used 
expressively. They explore how 
sounds can describe the moods 
stimulated by pictures and words. 
They create simple compositions 
combining rhythm and melody and 
begin to explore the more abstract 
use of sounds. 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to recognise and explore some 
characteristics of singing games. It 
consolidates their sense of pulse and 
ability to perform with others.  The 
children sing and play a selection of 
traditional and contemporary singing 
games. They look at their 
characteristics, eg structure, tempo, 
rhythm, tunes, words, actions. They 
think about the origins and uses of 
singing games. 
 

Learning Expectations/Outcomes 

Children 
working 
towards the 
expected 
standard 
will: 

recognise some musical elements 
within listening activities; with the 
support of others help create 
descriptive music, eg based on 
animals, that uses a sequence of 
sounds (often sound effects), 
movement and words 

 

put pulse based rhythmic patterns 
together with some help; 
recognise and play rhythmic 
patterns with support. 

 

follow the contour of the melody 
when singing and play with some 
sense of the pulse as part of a 
group. 

Make contributions to group 
compositions using a pentatonic 
scale and perform simple 
melodies and songs with the 
support of others. 

Recognise that different moods 
will be represented through 
different sounds, use some 
musical terminology to describe 
what they hear; make sound 
effects, rather than create images 

sing and play a range of singing 
games and songs; describe some 
of their characteristics; make 
some suggestions for a new 
singing game but with limited 
musical contributions and perform 
it to other children 

Children 
working at 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

recognise some descriptive uses 
of the elements; create 
descriptive music, eg based on 
animals, that uses a sequence of 
sounds (often sound effects), 
movement and words 

put rhythmic patterns together 
with some help; recognise 
rhythmic patterns. 

 

follow the contour of the melody 
when singing; play with some 
sense of the pulse; perform with 
awareness of other performers 

compose and perform simple 
melodies and songs; make up 
accompaniments using drones 
and melodic ostinati based on a 
given pentatonic scale with some 
help 

describe different moods and 
extend their range of sound 
vocabulary; make sound effects, 
rather than create images 

sing and play a range of singing 
games and songs; describe some 
of their characteristics; with help, 
make up a singing game with 
words and actions, and perform it 
to other children 

Children 
working at 
greater 
depth within 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

recognise how musical elements 
can be used together to compose 
descriptive music; combine 
sounds with movement and 
narrative 

recognise and create repeated 
patterns; perform with control of 
pulse and awareness of what 
others are playing. 

sing in tune; maintain a simple 
part within an ensemble; work 
with several layers of sound and 
have an awareness of the 
combined effect 

compose and perform simple 
melodies and songs 
independently; create simple 
accompaniments for their tunes 
using drones and melodic ostinati 
based on a given pentatonic scale 
with confidence 

carefully choose, order, combine 
and control sounds with 
awareness of their combined 
effect; use sound to create more 
abstract images 

sing and play a range of singing 
games; describe their musical 
characteristics; make up a singing 
game with words, actions and a 
strong sense of pulse, and teach it 
to other children 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yr 4 Curriculum 
& Wider Opps 

Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 

Signs, Symbols and Sound: 
connecting sound to notation 

Come Follow the Band: Developing 
ensemble skills 

Play it again: Minimalism Pentatonic scales: East meets West  In Harmony: understanding chords 
and creating chord sequences 

All Together Now: creating melodies 
over chord sequences 

About the Unit  This unit supports children make the 
connections between the sounds we 
make, and the written symbols used 
to notate them in music. The children 
play and create short, simple 
melodies and rhythms using a limited 
range of pitches (3-5 different 
pitches in the range C-G), note 
lengths (semibreve, minim, crotchet, 
quavers), clefs, and time signatures 
before notating them. 

This unit develops children’s 
understanding of how musicians 
perform together in ensembles, 
bands, orchestras, and choirs.  The 
children develop their understanding 
of how their instruments can be used 
to play together as a class band as 
well as use them to create 
accompaniments for songs. They 
explore a variety of devices to create 
accompaniments and practice those 
selected towards a class 
performance of their chosen pieces 
and songs. 

This unit develops children’s 
understanding of how music can be 
created through layering of many 
different repeating patterns. Pupils 
explore how different polyrhythmic 
textures and musical conventions are 
used by minimalist composers. They 
create their own repetitive rhythmic 
and melodic motifs and layer and 
sequence these into group 
compositions. 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to understand, recognise, and use, 
pentatonic scales from both Eastern 
and Western musical traditions.  
Children create short melodies and 
accompaniments using pentatonic 
scales inspired by the knowledge 
they have gained. They develop their 
creative and performance skills 
through improvising in the style of 
several musical traditions that use 
pentatonic scales such as blues and 
Eastern European folk traditions. 

 This unit develops children’s ability 
to understand and begin to recognise 
the conventions of western harmonic 
progressions and how they are used 
in music.    The pupils are introduced 
to triads, that chords can be either 
major or minor depending on their 
relation to the tonal centre.  They 
sing and play a range of songs that 
use the chords I, IV, V, VI and use 
pitched instruments to create their 
accompaniments. 

This unit develops children’s ability 
to create short melodic ideas over 
chord sequences master in the 
previous unit.  They are able to 
identify and use the notes of the 
scale that fit with each chord, and 
use passing notes to connect these 
together to create a melodic line.  
They sequence these together to 
create longer structures and use 
notation to record their work. 

 

If following the Whole Class Instrumental Tuition pathway (Wider Opps), the children will cover units 1 & 2 for the instrument specific programme of study in addition to the above.  They will also be able to complete a Yellow Hub Award 

Learning Expectations/Outcomes 

Children 
working 
towards the 
expected 
standard 
will: 

Recognise and use rhythmic 
notation to write and perform 
short patterns and sequences as 
part of a group; similarly use 
pitched notation with help and 
support. 

Sing in time and in tune over 
accompaniment patterns in a 
song.  Maintain a simple part 
within an ensemble as part of a 
group; work with several layers of 
sound, having an awareness of 
the combined effect 

 

put rhythmic patterns together 
with some help; recognise 
rhythmic patterns. 

 

compose and perform simple 
melodies and songs; make up 
accompaniments using drones 
and melodic ostinati based on a 
given pentatonic scale with some 
help 

Be able to create triads from a 
starting note and identify them by 
their letter names and 
major/minor with support; sing 
and improvise short melodies 
over a chord sequence using the 
notes contained in each chord. 

describe some of the 
characteristics of chord sequences 
with help; create and perform 
melodic lines as part of a group 
that use the notes of the chords 

Children 
working at 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

Recognise and use rhythmic and 
pitched notation to write and 
perform short patterns and 
sequences; utilise other symbols 
to notate the music correctly and 
accurately. 

Be able to follow the contours of 
the melodic line of a song or 
instrumental piece, play and sing 
with a sense of pulse and 
awareness of others.  Maintain a 
simple line on their own or a more 
complex part with others. 

 

recognise and create repeated 
patterns; perform with control of 
pulse and awareness of what 
others are playing. 

 

compose and perform simple 
melodies and songs 
independently; create simple 
accompaniments for their tunes 
using drones and melodic ostinati 
based on a given pentatonic scale 
with confidence 

Be able to identify, create, and 
sequence major/minor triadic 
chords; sing, improvise, compose, 
and play short patterns over a 
chord sequence using the notes 
contained in each chord. 

analyse and describe the musical 
characteristics of chord 
sequences; create and perform 
melodic lines that use notes that 
use some passing notes, playing 
with a sense of pulse and melodic 
line over the chosen chord 
sequence; notate their work. 

Children 
working at 
greater 
depth within 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

Recognise and accurately use 
stave notation to successfully 
write and perform rhythmic and 
melodic patterns and sequence. 

Demonstrate an awareness of 
how the different parts fit tighter 
and achieve the overall intended 
effect.  Suggest ways in which the 
piece can be impro9ved and 
developed, help other develop 
ideas, maintain a more complex 
part on their own, or lead a group 
of others in the class 
performance. 

recognise how patterns fit 
together; perform, create, and 
maintain their own patterns 
confidently in time with the other 
parts; make effective use of the 
silent beats. 

select the notes of a pentatonic 
scale and use them to compose 
the words and melody for a short 
song; add simple pentatonic 
accompaniments to their song 

Be able to identify, create, and 
sequence major/minor triadic 
chords; create more complex 
parts with awareness of how 
different pitches relate to each 
other and the chord sequence; 
suggest ways in which the music 
can be improved and developed; 
help others to develop their ideas. 

analyse and describe the musical 
characteristics of chord 
sequences; create and perform 
successful melodic lines with a 
sense of purpose and direction, 
playing with a strong sense of 
pulse over the chosen chord 
sequence; accurately notate their 
work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Yr 5 Curriculum 

& Play On Plus 

Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 

Cyclic Patterns: Music from India Exploring Rounds The Planets  Song writing  Time to play  ‘Brief’ compositions 
About the Unit  This unit develops the children’s ability 

to perform rhythmic patterns confidently 
and with a strong sense of pulse. 

Pupils learn about Tal and how they are 
used in Indian classical music and more 
modern forms such as Bhangra. They 
play a variety of sounds on percussion 
instruments and learn how to use timbre 
and duration to add variety to their 
rhythmic ideas. They invent and 
improvise rhythmic patterns in several 
different cycle lengths. 
 

This unit develops children’s ability to sing 
rounds. They explore the effect of multiple 
pitched notes sounding together to create 
harmonies. They experiment with clusters of 
pitches to discover which combinations are 
‘comfortable’ (consonant), and which ‘clash’ 
(dissonant). They use melodic ostinato and 
drones to provide accompaniments and 
create arrangements of the rounds using 
introductions, interludes, and endings.  

This unit develops children’s ability to 
extend their sound vocabulary and to 
compose a soundscape.  The children 
explore a wide range of sound 
sources and how to manipulate to 
create different timbres and effects 
as well as make expressive use of 
their voices.  They use graphic scores 
to help create and structure their 
group compositions. 

This unit develops children’s ability to 
compose a song with an awareness of 
the relationship between lyrics and 
melody.  They focus on how music can be 
used to convey and enhance the 
meaning of the lyrics. They focus on 
developing how to set words to music 
rather than the creation of lyrics, 
considering a range of melodic devices 
and structures used in song writings such 
as repetition, sequence, 
verse/chorus/middle 8,  and standard 
harmonic sequences (I V VI IV, I IV I V, I VI 
IV V etc.) 

In this unit children sing and play a two-
part song with instrumental 
accompaniments.  They deepen their 
understanding of the musical process of 
practice and rehearsal to refine, improve 
and master their playing and singing to 
achieve a quality class performance.  

In this unit children music to a detailed 
brief or ‘commission’. They develop a 
deeper understanding of the process of 
composing by creating and performing 
music in response to a range of stimuli. 
They draw on their prior learning to layer 
and sequence their melodic, harmonic 
and rhythmic ideas into a finished group 
composition. 
 

If following the Whole Class Instrumental Tuition pathway (Play On Plus), the children will cover unit 3 for the instrument specific programme of study in addition to the above.  They will also be able to complete a Orange Hub Award 

Learning Expectations/Outcomes  

Children 
working 
towards the 
expected 
standard 
will: 

show some awareness of timbre 
and duration and need help 
performing cyclic patterns with 
some degree of accuracy  

hold their part in a two-part round with 
support; sustain a simple drone to 
accompany the singing 

carefully chose sounds for a 
space composition. 

show an awareness of the 
relationship between lyrics and 
melody, with some help create 
some lyrics and set to simple 
repeating melodic patterns with 
limited range, perform these as part 
of a group 

sing confidently, following the 
shape of the melody with support  

create and perform music which 
works towards meeting the work 
brief. Combined sounds with some 
awareness of the resulting effect 
and some recognition as to how 
musical elements work together to 
create music. 

Children 
working at 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

show an awareness of timbre and 
duration but need help in feeling 
the cyclic patterns and creating 
rhythmic patterns 

hold their part in a two-part round with 
direction; sustain a simple repeated 
pattern to accompany the singing 

Create carefully chosen sounds 
and linear sequences of sound 

Create short sets of lyrics and set to 
repeating melodic patterns that 
combine to form a unified whole.  
Show an understanding of the 
structural practices involved within 
song writing. Perform these songs 
with a sense of understanding of 
their meaning. 

sing confidently and expressively, 
following the shape of the melody, 
maintain the pulse or simple 
patterns on am untuned percussion 
instrument. 

create and perform music which 
meets intentions and combines 
sounds with some awareness of the 
combined effect; recognise how 
musical elements are combined and 
used expressively 

Children 
working at 
greater 
depth within 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

create rhythmic patterns with an 
awareness of timbre and duration; 
perform these confidently with a 
strong sense of pulse within simple 
cyclic patterns 

hold their part in a two-part round with 
confidence, and appreciate the effect 
of the harmonies produced; sustain a 
drone or melodic ostinato to 
accompany the singing 

recognise and make creative use 
of the way sounds can be 
changed, organised, and 
controlled; extend their sound 
vocabulary; combine sounds 
expressively. 

create melodies with an 
understanding of the relationship 
between lyrics and melody in song 
writing; create their own simple 
songs; perform songs in a way that 
reflects their meaning 

sing confidently and expressively 
with attention to dynamics and 
phrasing, with good intonation and 
a sense of occasion; play the 
simpler accompaniment parts on 
glockenspiel and untuned 
percussion 

create music which reflects given 
intentions and uses notations as a 
support for creative work and 
performance; improvise and 
maintain their own part with 
awareness of the whole ensemble; 
describe and compare different 
kinds of music using musical 
vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Yr 6 Curriculum 
& Play On Plus2 

Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 
Cyclic Patterns: African Drumming Reggae, Reggae Sauce: vocal harmony 

and accompaniments 
Music in the media Folk Song Modal Jazz 3 Minute Musical 

About the Unit  This unit develops the children’s 
ability to perform rhythmic patterns 
confidently and with a strong sense 
of pulse. 

They investigate and master 
rhythmic devices used in many 
drumming traditions. They play 
different stokes on percussion 
instruments to affect the dynamics 
and timbre as a means of adding 
variety to their rhythmic ideas. They 
invent and improvise layered and 
interlocking rhythmic patterns based 
upon the music they have studied in 
this unit. 

This unit explores the realisation of 
vocal melodies, harmonies and 
accompaniments within the reggae 
musical tradition of the Caribbean  
The children investigate the use of 
syncopation, its roots in African musical 
traditions and western harmonies and 
melodies alongside a understanding of 
the political and equality messages the 
music often contains.   
They will investigate how fragmented 
melodic ideas can be used as riffs and 
hooks. Children will create their own 
arrangements of the repertoire that will 
comprise different textural layers using 
rhythmic and melodic ostiniti. 

This unit aims to give the children 
the experience of being “film 
soundtrack composers” and 
explores the challenges of writing 
to a visual scripted brief. 

The children compose their own 
soundtrack to a film clip, learning 
how film composers use “Cue 
sheets” to create music to fit with 
visual cues and to reflect the 
mood, emotion, action and 
historical period of the chosen 
clip. 

This unit explores the traditions of 
folk music from different countries 
and cultures. 

Children will learn a broad selection 
of songs alongside background 
information about the musical 
traditions and they countries they 
come from. They will utilise this 
repertoire to compose their own 
songs. 

This unit will build on skills in 
composition and improvisation 
whilst introducing the modal scales 
and harmonies used in jazz. 
Children will listen to, perform, 
improvise, and compose using a 
variety of modes (e.g., Dorian, 
Phrygian, Aeolian). They will learn 
how melodies and harmonies are 
created with modes and how they 
relate to major and minor tonalities. 

This unit consolidates the students’ 
musical skills and knowledge to 
compose a three-minute musical. 

Children create a story or script and 
lyrics as appropriate and then 
compose a series of short 
songs/instrumental pieces that 
reflect the narrative.  The children 
seek to solve problems and issues 
involved in staging a performance of 
the whole piece to an audience. 

If following the Whole Class Instrumental Tuition pathway (Play On Plus2), the children will cover units 4 & 5 for the instrument specific programme of study in addition to the above.  They will also be able to complete a Purple Hub Award 

Learning Expectations/Outcomes 

Children 
working 
towards the 
expected 
standard 
will: 

show an awareness of timbre and 
duration but need help in feeling 
the cyclic patterns and creating 
rhythmic patterns 

Hold their own part in a performance 
with support; understand how 
rhythmic devices help shape the 
overall performance and understand 
the historical aspects in the creation 
of this musical tradition. 

Create a sequence of carefully 
choose sounds and linear 
sequences of melodic 
fragments for their 
composition. 

Show awareness of the 
relationships between lyrics and 
melody; create and perform 
melodies with some help. 

Improvise, compose, and perform 
modal melodies confidently and 
expressively with an attempt to 
play with dynamics and phrasing, 
play simpler repeating 
accompaniment parts; follow a 
range of nations as appropriate to 
perform parts invented in group 
compositions and improvisations. 

create and perform music which 
meets intentions and combines 
sounds with some awareness of 
the combined effect; recognise 
how musical elements are 
combined and used expressively 

Children 
working at 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

create rhythmic patterns with an 
awareness of timbre and 
duration; perform these 
confidently with a strong sense of 
pulse within simple cyclic patterns 

Hold their own part in a performance 
with confidence; appreciate the 
effect of the harmonies and rhythmic 
devices in shaping the overall 
performance; and understand the 
historical aspects in the creation of 
this musical tradition. 

Recognise and make creative 
use of the way sounds can be 
combined and sequenced to 
enhance visual images and 
underpin moods and emotions 
expressed by characters within 
a film.  They can change, 
organise and control sounds 
using a variety of means to 
support the narrative; extend 
their musical vocabulary and 
understanding; combine 
sounds expressively. 

create melodies with an 
understanding of the relationship 
between lyrics and melody in 
songwriting; create their own 
simple songs; perform songs in a 
way that reflects their meaning 

Improvise, compose, and perform 
modal melodies confidently and 
expressively with dynamics and 
phrasing, with a sense of 
appropriate style and occasion; 
play a range of harmonic and 
rhymical accompaniment parts; 
use a range of nations as 
appropriate to record their 
melodic and harmonic ideas. 

create music which reflects given 
intentions and uses notations as a 
support for creative work and 
performance; improvise and 
maintain their own part with 
awareness of the whole 
ensemble; describe and compare 
different kinds of music using 
musical vocabulary 

Children 
working at 
greater 
depth within 
the expected 
standard 
will: 

identify and feel the cyclic 
patterns; create more complex 
patterns; maintain their own part 
with awareness of how the 
different parts fit together 

Hold their own part in a performance 
with confidence; able to perform 
parts solo or to lead a small group or 
section with a larger performance; 
appreciate the effect of the 
harmonies and rhythmic devices in 
shaping the overall performance, 

Demonstrate musical 
sensitivity in selecting sounds 
and structures in relations to 
the intended effect; refine and 
improve their work, 
demonstrate imagination in 
their use of instruments and 

show an understanding of how 
lyrics can reflect the cultural 
context and have social meaning; 
use this knowledge to enhance 
their own compositions and 
performances 

Take a leading role in creating 
melodic and harmonic parts in 
composing tasks; improvise with 
security and confidence over a 
wide range of notes; demonstrate 
a deeper understanding of the 
historic and stylistic traditions 
involved in performing and 

take the lead in creating and 
performing and provide 
suggestion for others; make 
connections between the 
different stimuli provided; use a 
variety of musical devices 
including melody, rhythms, chords 



suggesting patterns that could be 
used within the arrangements; and 
understand the historical aspects in 
the creation of this musical tradition. 

melodic and harmonic ideas; 
take full advantage of all the 
equipment available to make 
and create sounds and music. 

creating jazz music. and structures 

 
 
Please note that there are 3 levels of attainment. These will shift appropriately when taught in mixed year classes. Eg a year 3 and 4 
completing a yr4 SOW would apply as:  

Yr 4 Children working towards the expected standard, will shift to  Yr 3 Children working at the expected standard. 
 


