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Year Group  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

It’s good to be me! 
 

Houses and Homes 
(Home!) 

Day and Night 
The Weather 

Growing 
 

Creatures great and 
small 

Journeys 
 

FS1 
 
Understanding the 
World  
 
People, Culture, 
Communities & The 
Natural World (including 
Geography) 
 

HISTORY UNIT A Place Called My 
Home.  
Who lives in the child’s 
home.  
 
Comparison of 
children’s home with 
other homes and 
families around the 
world.  
 
Comparison of their 
life, typical routines 
and schooling to 
others around the 
world.  
 
Use of google earth to 
discover about the 
countries where other 
families live.  
 
  

What is the weather?  
Know there are 
different kinds of 
weather and how it 
changes across the 
year.  
Know that the weather 
has an impact on the 
kind of things we do.  
Record observations 
of daily weather 
conditions.  
 
 
 

HISTORY UNIT 
 
 
 
 
 

Tracks and tracking  
Create a nature trail. 
Natural and human 
made features.  
Nature in different 
seasons.  
Drawing my route to 
school. 
Things noticed on the 
journey.  
Simple directional 
language.  
Exploring and making 
meaning from maps.  
Recognise a map and 
talk about some of 
them natural and 
human features shown 
on a map.  
 

HISTORY UNIT 
 
 
 
Geographical Learning 
Hot and cold locations 
Different places of the 
world 
Where do we use 
different modes of 
transport and what 
for?   
Where do people go 
on holiday? 
Why do people travel 
abroad for holidays?  

Understanding the 
World  
 
People, Culture, 
Communities & The 
Natural World (including 
Geography) 
 
Development Matters  
 
 
 

 Use all their senses in 
hands-on exploration 
of natural materials.  
Explore collections of 
materials with similar 
and/or different 
properties.  
Talk about what they 
see, using a 
wide vocabulary. 
Explore how things 
work. 

Use all their senses in 
hands-on exploration 
of natural materials.  
Explore collections of 
materials with similar 
and/or different 
properties.  
Talk about what they 
see, using a 
wide vocabulary. 
Explore how things 
work. 

 Use all their senses in 
hands-on exploration 
of natural materials.  
Explore collections of 
materials with similar 
and/or different 
properties.  
Talk about what they 
see, using a 
wide vocabulary. 
Explore how things 
work. 
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Continue developing 
positive attitudes 
about the differences 
between people.  
Know that there are 
different countries in 
the world and talk 
about the differences 
they have experienced 
or seen in photos. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Geographical Discrete 
Knowledge 

 Identifying some 
similarities and 
differences between 
the features of their 
home and the homes 
of children living in 
other parts of the 
world. 
Knowing some 
similarities and 
differences between 
their own family life 
and children’s lives in 
other countries. 
Recognising and 
describing some of the 
features of places 
around the world 
which are different 
from environments 
with which they are 
familiar.  
Using some 
appropriate 
geographical 
vocabulary when 
talking about their 

Identify, observe and 
record some aspects 
of the weather.  
Talk about some of 
the ways that the 
weather changes 
during the four 
seasons of the year.  
Recognise how 
weather affects their 
lives and animals and 
plants.  
Use increasingly 
appropriate 
vocabulary to 
communicate their 
observations of the 
weather.  
 

 Understand that 
animals and birds 
make tracks as they 
move along.  
Know the difference 
between some of the 
natural and huma 
features of the 
environments they 
visit.  
Create a simple nature 
trail.  
Draw and talk about a 
simple route and 
features.  
Identify and describe 
features on an age-
appropriate map.  
Begin to understand 
symbolic 
representation. 
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observations and 
ideas. 
Having an awareness 
of the purpose of a 
map. 
Drawing simple maps. 
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Eaves Primary School- Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum Map - Reception 2022-2023 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Adventurers & 
explorers 

Celebrations 
Harvest, Bonfire, 
Christmas. 

Winter Pirates & Growing Superheroes & 
Minibeasts 

Animals 

FS2 
 
Understanding the 
World  
 
People, Culture, 
Communities & The 
Natural World (including  
Geography) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gateways to the 
world 
Whereabouts in the 
world do real bears 
live? 
Recognise some of 
the natural features of 
the environments in 
which bears live. 
Describe how the 
environment in which 
a polar bear lives is 
different from that of 
all other bears.  
Explore with the 
children the different 
types of environments 
in which bears live and 
which countries they 
would have to travel to 
in the world in order to 
see one in the wild.  
 
 

Out and About 
Part 1 and 2  
Exploring the school 

grounds. 

Identify features in the 

school grounds. 

Locate some of these 

on an outline map or 

plan. 

Know the difference 

between human 

features and physical 

or natural features of 

their surroundings. 

Recognise some 

features of the school 

grounds on a satellite 

photograph. 

 

HISTORY UNIT 
 
 
Additional Activities:  
Children use/make 
simple maps to find 
Stickman – hide own 
stick and make a map.  
 
Revisit the globe and 
map of the world.  
 
Look at where the 
Three Little Pigs are 
sending postcards, 
region, UK and 
beyond.  
 
Let’s build a house 
(link to Geography - 
homes across the 
world (recap from 
FS1) 
 

Out and About  
Part 3 
Introduce and develop 
geographical 
concepts, skills and 
vocabulary. 
Recognise land and 
sea on a map of the 
world and a globe. 
Know that the globe 
represents Earth or 
the World. 
Know that they live in  
a country called the 
United Kingdom. 
Recognise places 
around the school and 
in the locality on a 
satellite image 
Know that a symbol 
can represent a 
feature on a map. 

HISTORY UNIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gateways to the 
world 
Identify and describe 

some natural features 

of the Arctic. 

Identify some natural 

features of a desert. 

Recognise some 

features of cities. 

Talk about how 

deserts and cities 

compare with where 

they live. 

Talk about why rain is 

important for living 

things. 

Know what a drought 

is. 

Recognise some 

natural features of hot 

deserts. 

Know some natural 

features of the 

landscape of the 

Serengeti in Tanzania. 
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Understanding the 
World  
People, Culture, 
Communities & The 
Natural World (including  
Geography) 
 
Development Matters  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw information from 
a simple map  
 
Explore the natural 
world around them  
 
Describe what they 
see, hear and feel 
whilst outside 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw information from 
a simple map 
 
Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country and 
life in other countries 
 
Understand the effect 
of changing seasons 
on the natural world 
around them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Draw information from 
a simple map 
 
Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country and 
life in other countries 
 
Explore the natural 
world around them 
 
Describe what they 
see, hear and feel 
whilst outside 
 
Recognise some 
environments that are 
different from the one 
in which they live 
 
 
 

 Explore the natural 
world around them 
 
Describe what they 
see, hear and feel 
whilst outside 
 
Recognise some 
environments that are 
different from the one 
in which they live 
 
Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country and 
life in other countries 
 
Understand the effect 
of changing seasons 
on the natural world 
around them 
 

Geographical Discrete 
Knowledge 

Using some 

appropriate 

geographical 

vocabulary when 

talking about their 

observations and 

ideas 

Describing some of 

the physical and 

Using some 

appropriate 

geographical 

vocabulary when 

talking about their 

observations and 

ideas 

Describing some of 

the physical and 

 Using some 

appropriate 

geographical 

vocabulary when 

talking about their 

observations and 

ideas 

Describing some of 

the physical and 

 Using some 

appropriate 

geographical 

vocabulary when 

talking about their 

observations and 

ideas 

Describing some of 

the physical and 
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human features of the 

environment from 

images seen in books 

and stories 

Recognising some 

physical and human 

features on maps and 

satellite images 

Knowing that they live 

in the country of the 

United Kingdom 

Distinguishing 

between land and sea 

on maps and globes 

Knowing that around 

the world there are 

different environments 

from the one in which 

they live 

Knowing some 

similarities and 

differences between 

their own family life 

and life in other 

countries 

Showing a developing 

awareness of the 

purpose and use of 

maps 

Begin to understand 
the effect of weather 
on people and 
animals. 

human features of the 

environment of the 

local area of the 

school 

Recognise some 

physical and human 

features on maps and 

satellite images 

Know that they live in 

the country of the 

United Kingdom 

Can distinguish 

between land and sea 

on maps and globes 

Showing a developing 

awareness of the 

purpose and use of 

maps 

 

human features of the 

environment of the 

local area of the 

school 

Recognise some 

physical and human 

features on maps and 

satellite images 

Know that they live in 

the country of the 

United Kingdom 

Can distinguish 

between land and sea 

on maps and globes 

Showing a developing 

awareness of the 

purpose and use of 

maps 

 

human features of the 

environment from 

images seen in books 

and stories 

Recognising some 

physical and human 

features on maps and 

satellite images 

Knowing that they live 

in the country of the 

United Kingdom 

Distinguishing 

between land and sea 

on maps and globes 

Knowing that around 

the world there are 

different environments 

from the one in which 

they live 

Knowing some 

similarities and 

differences between 

their own family life 

and life in other 

countries 

Showing a developing 

awareness of the 

purpose and use of 

maps 

Begin to understand 
the effect of weather 
on people and 
animals. 



Eaves Primary School Geography Curriculum Map 2022-2023      
 

 

 
Year 
Group  

Autumn Term  Spring Term Summer Term 
 

Year 1 What is the geography of my school like? 
 
Identify, describe and locate my school 
within the local area, and journey to get 
there each day by drawing maps.  

Pupils will: 

• Recognise my school on map of Sutton.  

• Describe my school using words and 
pictures.  

• Identify my school on aerial photographs. 

• Identify that I make a journey to and from 
school.  

• Describe the location of features and routes 
on a map. 

• Observe and describe my school 
environment (including my classroom) and 
immediate surroundings using simple 
observation and fieldwork skills. 

• Identify and describe the human and 
physical features of my school.   

• Present their findings by creating a map of 
my school and my journey from home to 
school, using simple symbols.  

• Recognise the 4 points of a simple 
compass. 

• Recognise a range of simple map symbols 
and understand their use.  

• Describe the location of features using 
directional language i.e. near and far, left 
and right.  
 

 

How does weather affect our lives? 
 
Recognise and describe how weather changes and 
some of the ways this impacts people’s lives 

Pupils will: 

• Correctly recognise, name and locate the world’s 
continents and oceans on a world map. 

• Correctly recognise, name and locate the Equator, 
North Pole and South Pole on a world map. 

• Identify and describe the main elements of the 
weather. 

• Observe and record elements of daily weather 
over several days. 

• Present their results using a range of simple 
techniques. 

• Describe and suggest reasons for the changes 
their results show. 

• Describe how weather conditions change in the UK 
during the four seasons. 

• Identify and locate hot and cold areas of the world 
on a world map. 

• Describe how the weather is different in some 
countries in the hot and cold areas of the world. 

• Describe and suggest reasons for how the 
temperature changes between the Equator and the 
North Pole and South Pole. 

• Compare and contrast the environments of 
Antarctica and Sahara. 

 

Why do we love being beside the sea so much? 
 
Recognise and describe the physical and human 
features of the coast and understand how and 
why seaside holidays have changed in the 
United Kingdom since the 1960s. 

Pupils will: 

• Identify, describe and compare physical and 
human features of the seaside, countryside and 
cities. 

• Describe what the terms ‘coast’, ‘rural’ and 
‘urban’ mean. 

• Identify and describe some physical features 
of the coastline. 

• Describe what a tide is and how coastlines 
have a ‘high’ and ‘low’ tide each day. 

• Suggest reasons why the seaside is such a 
popular place to visit. 

• Describe what a habitat is and some of the 
different habitats found along the coast. 

• Describe how some living things are adapted 
to living along the coastline. 

• Identify and give examples of some ways 
people can impact negatively and pollute 
coastal environments. 

• Name and locate the seven continents and 
five oceans of the world together with the North 
Pole, South Pole and Equator on an outline 
map. 

• Name and locate the four countries and capital 
cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

• Describe how continents are divided into 
countries and that the United Kingdom and 
Spain are located in Europe. 
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• Describe and suggest reasons for how 

traditional seaside holidays have changed in 
the United Kingdom in recent years. 

Year 2 What is the geography of St Helens like? 
 
 
Identify, describe and suggest reasons to 
explain the main physical and human 
features of the local area (St Helens).  

Pupils will: 

• Identify, describe and compare and 
contrast the physical (Sherdley Park, 
location of The Dream on the former Sutton 
Manor Colliery, Sutton Mill Dam, Sutton Mill 
Brook, Waterdale reservoir) and human (i.e. 
Sutton play park, shop, school, church) 
features in the locality. 

• Recognise the human and physical 
features of my location using aerial 
photographs and maps. 

• Compare and contrast between physical 
and human features of Sherdley and Sutton 
Park.  

• Explain things I like and don’t like about 
where I live and suggest reasons why.  

• Explain how land use in my local area has 
changed over time.  

• Identify St Helens on a UK map. 

• Present their findings by drawing maps of 
my local area using a birds eye perspective, 
using basic symbols. 

• Summarise what makes my locality special.  

• Describe routes on a map of my local area 
using simple compass directions and 
locational and directional language.  

How does the geography of Kampong Ayer 
compare with my locality? 
 
Compare the geographical features of the 
settlement of Kampong Ayer in Brunei with those 
around where I live in the United Kingdom. 

Pupils will: 

• Identify and describe the location of Brunei within 
the continent of Asia and in relation to the Equator, 
North Pole and South Pole. 

• Identify and describe the location of the capital 
city Banda Seri Bagawan and Kampong Ayer 
within Brunei. 

• Explain why Brunei has a tropical climate and why 
tropical rain forest is the dominant vegetation. 

• Describe and explain the distribution of tropical 
climate in the world. 

• Describe and explain the main features of a 
tropical climate. 

• Compare and contrast the climate of Brunei with 
the temperate climate of the United Kingdom. 

• Describe and explain the structure of tropical rain 
forest vegetation. 

• Identify and describe the weather conditions 
experienced on a typical day in Banda Seri 
Begawan. 

• Identify and describe the main physical and 
human features of Kampong Ayer. 

• Compare and contrast these features with those 
of their locality. 

• Draw a scale floor plan for a typical home in 
Kampong Ayer and compare it with one drawn of 
their own home. 

Why don’t penguins need to fly? (Link to 
Shackleton)  

 
Identify and describe the physical features 
including the weather of polar, tropical and 
temperate regions of the world 

Pupils will: 
Observe, name and describe a range of 
physical features of Antarctica. 
Describe what a polar climate is like. 
Identify and locate the seven continents and 
five oceans of the world together with the 
Equator, North Pole and South Pole. 
Identify and describe some of the ways that 
living things are adapted to survive in Antarctica. 
Identify, describe and compare the main 
physical features of the Sahara Desert with 
Antarctica. 
Observe and describe how ice at the Arctic is 
different from the ice covering Antarctica. 
Describe what a food chain is and identify the 
main parts of the food chain of a polar bear. 
Plan and describe an expedition from Canada 
to Antarctica identifying the countries, seas and 
oceans that a traveller would pass through. 
Describe what it means for some countries such 
as Zambia to have a tropical climate and 
compare its features with a polar climate. 
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• Develop simple fieldwork skills and 

observational skills when studying the 
geography of the local area.  

• Plan a journey to The Dream at the former 
Sutton Manor Colliery.  

 
 

• Describe the most common forms of transport in 
the United Kingdom. 

• Explain why boats and boat building are so 
important in Kampong Ayer. 

• Identify and describe how school life in Kampong 
Ayer compares with their own.  

Year 3 Why are jungles so wet and deserts so dry? 
 
 
To understand how different areas of climate 
known as biomes give rise to very 
distinctive communities of plants and 
animals. 

Pupils will: 

• Explain the difference between weather and 
climate. 

• Identify, describe and explain how 
temperature and precipitation varies across 
the United Kingdom. 

• Identify and describe the location and 
features of the main climate regions of the 
world. 

• Understand how climate affects the 
landscape and the types of plants and 
animals that can live in different 
environments. 

• Explain what a biome is and identify and 
locate the world’s main biomes. 

• Identify, describe and explain the flora 
and fauna of the main biomes of the world. 

• Identify and describe the physical features 
of the Atacama Desert. 

• Explain why Arica in Chile is the driest 
inhabited place in the world. 

Why do some earthquakes cause more destruction 
than others? 
 
Understand what creates an earthquake and the 
factors which determine the number of deaths and 
level of destruction they are likely to cause. 
 

Pupils will: 

• Describe and explain what causes an earthquake. 

• Locate, describe and explain the distribution of 
earthquakes occurring around the world. 

• Explain why earthquakes happen at some locations 
but not others. 

• Describe how the magnitude of an earthquake is 
measured. 

• Explain why earthquakes with the greatest 
magnitude do not necessarily cause the most 
deaths and destruction. 

• Describe and explain what causes a volcano. 

• Explain why volcanoes and earthquakes often 
occur at the same locations around the world. 

• Identify and locate the ‘Pacific Ring of Fire’ and 
explain why it is a hot spot for earthquakes and 
volcanoes. 

• The location, cause and effects of the 
Christchurch (New Zealand) earthquake of 2011 

 

How and why is my local area changing?  
 
 
Understand the factors that cause environments 
to change both locally and globally. 
 

Pupils will: 

• Identify, describe and explain the difference 
between physical and human processes and 
events that affect environments. 

• Describe and explain how the environment of 
my school and grounds has changed over time. 

• Identify, describe and explain why some 
locations in the local area of the school have 
changed. 

• Understand that there are often different views 
about whether environmental change is a 
positive thing. 

• Observe, identify, describe and explain how 
the quality of the environment varies in the local 
area surrounding my school. 

• Identify, describe and explain how and why 
environments are changing at different locations 
around the world. 

• Understand that environmental change on a 
global scale affects our lives locally. 

• Understand how humans behave locally can 
contribute to global changes such as climate 
change.  
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• Explain why Manaus in Amazonia is one of 

the wettest places in the world. 

 

Year 4 Beyond the Magic Kingdom: What is the 
Sunshine State really like? 
 
Understand the physical and human 
features of the contrasting region of Florida 
in North America. 

Pupils will: 

• Identify and describe the location, 
countries and main physical and human 
features of the continent of North America. 

• Recognise that the United States of 
America is divided into fifty states. 

• Identify and describe the location and 
main physical and human features of the 
state of Florida. 

• Explain why the Magic Kingdom theme park 
in Florida is such a popular destination for 
tourists. 

• Identify, describe and explain the pattern 
of overseas visitors to the Magic Kingdom 
theme park. 

• Describe what a peninsula is and identify 
the location of the largest peninsulas in the 
world. 

• Explain why the Kennedy Space Centre is 
located on the east coast of Florida. 

• Describe and explain why sea turtles in 
Florida are endangered and what is being 
done to conserve them. 

• Compare and contrast how the weather 
and climate of Florida compares with that of 
the United Kingdom. 

• Explain why the climate of Florida attracts 
British tourists. 

Why is Jane’s house only worth a pound? 
 
 
To understand the concept of erosion and some of 
the ways it is caused by physical and human 
processes. 

Pupils will: 

• Explain what erosion is and how it can be caused 
by natural and human processes. 

• Describe how a desert is defined. 

• Name and locate the four types of desert on 
Earth. 

• Explain how wind erosion in hot deserts creates 
distinctive landscape features. 

• Explain how water erosion along rivers creates 
distinctive features. 

• Identify, locate, describe and explain the main 
human and physical features of the Isle of Dogs 
meander in London. 

• Explain how wave erosion along the coast causes 
cliff collapse and serious problems for residents. 

• Understand how erosion by people causes 
serious management problems for national parks 
in the UK. 

 

What is the most valuable thing in the world and 
who owns it? 
 
Understand the importance of natural resources 
such as water and how they might be conserved 
and used more sustainably in the future. 

Pupils will: 

• Describe and explain what a natural resource is 
and why water is an example. 

• Explain the difference between non-renewable 
and renewable natural resources. 

• Describe and explain the causes and effects of 
cholera. 

• Understand why Victorian cities regularly 
experienced cholera epidemics. 

• Describe and explain the purpose of a 
reservoir. 

• Explain why the Cambrian Mountains in Wales 
are a suitable location for reservoirs. 

• Identify, locate and describe the physical and 
human features of the Cambrian Mountains. 

• Identify and locate some of these features on 
Ordnance Survey maps. 

• Identify, describe and explain how and why the 
Elan Valley in Mid-Wales has changed since 
1908. 

• Understand what virtual water consumption is. 

• Locate, describe and explain the pattern of 
water consumption by countries around the 
world. 

• Understand what water conservation is and 
some ways in which it might be achieved at 
home and at school. 
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• Describe and explain how a hurricane 

forms and why they are a threat to Florida. 

• Explain how people in Florida respond to 
the danger of hurricanes. 

• Identify and describe the location and 
physical features of the Everglades and why 
it is a National Park. 

• Explain why water resources need to be 
consumed more sustainably in the future. 

 

Year 5 How is climate change affecting the world? 
 
Understand the difference between global 
warming and climate change, evaluate some 
impacts of climate change already apparent 
in the world and consider national and 
individual actions to reduce its long term 
effects. 

Pupils will: 

• Describe and explain the difference 
between weather and climate. 

• Describe and explain the climate of 
polar, temperate and tropical regions. 

• Explain what the greenhouse effect is 
and its link to global warming. 

• Understand how climate change is 
different from global warming. 

• Explain some of the impacts of climate 
change in Gambia and evaluate and 
reach a judgement about their impact on 
people. 

• Explain some of the changes being 
caused by climate change in the state of 
Victoria in Australia and reach an 
informed conclusion about their impact 
on people. 

• Understand some of the changes being 
caused by climate change in coastal 
areas of the United Kingdom and reach a 

Why does Sylvia have the largest collection of 
plastic bath ducks in the world? 
 
Understand the importance of ocean gyres, the 
impact of microplastics in seas and on beaches and 
what action can be taken to reduce plastic 
pollution. 

Pupils will: 

• Identify and locate the world’s largest seas 

• Describe and explain their distribution. 

• Explain the significance of a container carrying 
plastic bath toys being lost in the Pacific Ocean in 
1992. 

• Locate and explain where these plastic bath toys 
have been washing up in the past thirty years. 

• Explain what an oceanographer studies. 

• Explain what an ocean gyre is. 

• Evaluate and reach a conclusion about the 
importance of ocean gyres. 

• Explain and reach an informed judgement about 
why huge quantities of plastic waste accumulates 
at the centre of ocean gyres. 

• Describe and explain the makeup of ocean 
garbage patches. 

• Describe what microplastic is and explain why it 
present such a serious environmental threat. 

• Evaluate the many advantages of using plastic in 
everyday life. 

Why is Fairtrade fair? 
 
Understand what trade is, how it operates 
between countries and why Fairtrade is 
considered beneficial for producers in poorer 
regions of the world. 

Pupils will: 

• Explain what trade involves and why countries 
trade with each other. 

• Explain how domestic trade is different from 
international trade. 

• Explain what exporting and importing goods 
means. 

• Explain what the Silk Road is and why the Silk 
Road was once the most important trading 
route in the world. 

• Describe and explain what a container ship is. 
and reach a judgement based on a range of 
evidence as to why Southampton makes a 
good container ship port. 

• Identify and describe the main commodities 
that the UK imports from China and the most 
important goods it exports in return. 

• Reach a judgement as to the type of 
commodities that China imports from the UK 
and compare and contrast these with its 
exports to the UK. 
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judgement about what people are doing 
locally to mitigate its effects. 

• Explain some of the changes being 
caused by climate change in Greenland 
and evaluate and critique the opposing 
views that people have about them. 

• Identify, observe and locate those 
countries around the world where 
changes in weather patterns caused by 
climate change are creating hazards. 

• Explain, evaluate and reach a 
judgement about how countries around 
the world are acting to reduce global 
warming. 

• Explain and justify the actions individuals, 
families and communities like schools are 
taking to reduce global warming. 

• Explain, evaluate and reach a 
judgement about what the UK 
government is doing on a national level to 
reduce carbon emissions. 

 
 

• Describe the main uses of single-use plastic and 
reach a judgement about the range of 
alternatives available. 

• Explain how to carry out a survey of a beach 
strandline to estimate the number of microplastics 
present. 

• Record and present their observations 
graphically. 

• Evaluate and reach a judgement about the 
validity and trustworthiness of their results. 

 

• Explain why the terms of international trade 
are sometimes not always fair to producers in 
poorer countries. 

• Understand why St Lucia is an important 
banana producer. 

• Evaluate and reach a conclusion regarding 
how being a certified Fairtrade producer of 
commodities such as bananas can be a benefit 
to producers. 

• Explain what a co-operative is and evaluate 
the benefits and disadvantages of producers 
joining one. 

• Describe and critique the range of Fairtrade 
products currently available in the UK and 
reach a judgement as to why some 
commodities and products are fairly traded and 
others are not. 

 
 
 

Year 6 How do volcanoes affect the lives of people 
living on Hiemaey?  
 
To understand the causes and impact of 
volcanoes in Iceland and evaluate the costs 
and benefits of living on a volcanic island 
 

Pupils will: 

• Identify, name and locate the countries, 
major cities, rivers and mountains of 
Europe. 

• Identify, select and describe the 
population of the countries of Europe. 

What is a river? 
 
Understand the main physical and human features 
and functions of rivers and the impact that river 
flooding can have on local environments and 
communities. 
 

Pupils will: 

 

• Identify, describe and explain how the course of 
a typical river changes from source to mouth and 
the physical features it creates. 

• Explain the physical processes that cause these 
physical features. 

Why are mountains important? 
 
Understand how mountains are formed, their key 
physical and human features and the 
opportunities and constraints they offer for 
economic activity 
 

Pupils will: 

• Explain how a mountain is defined and 
identify, name and locate the main ranges of 
fold mountains in the world. 

• Explain how ranges of fold mountains formed. 

• Identify and describe the different layers of 
the Earth and the three main types of rock. 
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• Construct and explain located 

proportional bars to show population totals 
on an outline map of Europe. 

• Locate and identify the five main lines of 
latitude of the world together with the 
location of the North Pole, South Pole, 
Northern Hemisphere and Southern 
Hemisphere. 

• Identify and describe the cities and main 
physical features of Iceland. 

• Describe and explain the climate of 
Iceland and how it compares with the UK 

• Construct and explain a climate graph 
for Iceland. 

• Explain and reach a judgement about 
how the climate and physical processes 
have shaped the landscape of Iceland. 

• Describe and explain the key physical 
and human features of the island of 
Hiemaey in the Westman Islands of 
Iceland. 

• Explain why Hiemaey has an active 
volcano and how volcanoes are formed. 

• Describe and explain the structure of a 
typical composite volcano. 

• Evaluate and reach a judgement 
regarding the benefits and costs or 
disadvantages of living in close proximity 
to an active volcano on Hiemaey. 

• Explain and conclude why fishing, trade 
and tourism are very important economic 
activities for people on Hiemaey. 

• Explain how cod is caught and processed 
on Hiemaey and exported all around the 
world. 

 

• Through fieldwork observe, record, present data 
graphically and reach a conclusion regarding 
how a stream or river changes along its course. 

• Draw and explain a simple cross section across 
the river at various points. 

• Make an informed judgement about what the 
cross sections reveal. 

• Describe and explain what an estuary is 

• Identify, describe and explain the main physical 
and human uses of estuaries. 

• Explain why estuaries are such an important 
habitat and ecosystem for wildlife. 

• Describe and explain what the water cycle is. 

• Reach a judgement about the importance that 
rivers play in the water cycle. 

• Locate, describe and explain where the famous 
meander ‘Isle of Dogs’ is located along the River 
Thames. 

• Identify, describe, explain and arrive at a 
conclusion regarding how and why the land uses 
and economic activities of the Isle of Dogs has 
changed since the time of Henry VIII. 

• Evaluate a range of evidence to reach a 
judgement as to why the port and docks of 
London declined and closed very quickly in the 
1950s and 1960s. 

• Locate and describe where in the world 
Bangladesh is located and the rivers that flow 
through it. 

• Explain why Bangladesh suffers from serious 
annual flooding from its rivers. 

• Evaluate what is being done in Bangladesh to 
control river flooding and explain which methods 
might prove most successful and justify their 
views. 

 

• Explain why there is so much mystery 
surrounding the attempt by Mallory and Irvine 
to climb Everest in 1924 and reach and justify 
a judgement as to their likely fate. 

• Explain why Edmund Hillary and Tenzing 
Norgay found fossils of sea creatures on the 
summit of Everest in 1953. 

• Describe the different types of fossils and 
explain how fossils formed. 

• Name and locate the main ranges of 
mountains in the United Kingdom. 

• Explain how ranges of mountains in the United 
Kingdom are different from fold mountains. 

• Identify, observe, describe and suggest 
reasons for the main physical and human 
features of the Cambrian mountains in Wales. 

• Describe the climate experienced in the 
Cambrian Mountains and how this compares 
with their local area. 

• Explain why the mountains of the UK are 
generally wetter and colder than most other 
areas. 

• Explain what a tourist is, the activities they 
enjoy and why the Cambrian mountains is an 
attractive destination for them. 

• Explain what a reservoir is and why many 
reservoirs have been built in the mountains of 
central Wales. 

• Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
building reservoirs and reach a judgement 
regarding whether more should be built in 
Wales to meet increased demand for water. 

• Explain what a renewable or sustainable 
source of energy is. 

• Explain how electricity is generated from the 
force of falling water in a hydroelectric power 
station. 
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• Understand that there are costs and benefits 

associated with building more HEP stations 
even if it is considered sustainable and 
evaluate both sides of the argument. 

 

 


